2010 At-Large Candidates for the WNCA Steering Committee
Steering Committee-approved slate of candidates for open seats:
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   Julie Lehman, Director of Church and Interfaith Relations in the Office of
   Advancement at Warren Wilson College; also Coordinator at 
  Presbyterians for Earth Care
Julie Lehman has been a lay leader and teacher in the Presbyterian Church USA for over twenty years. Having studied environmental theology, ethics, and education at Columbia Theological Seminary, she has helped form earth teams and led environmental education classes and workshops for numerous churches and groups. She also serves as the Director of Church and Interfaith Relations at Warren Wilson College, a Presbyterian-affiliated college in the forefront of higher education sustainability. Julie has also written articles on environmental stewardship for publications, including the Presbyterian Outlook and Columbia Seminary’s Vantage Magazine. She and a Warren Wilson student designed and hosted the Eco-sermon challenge to the clergy of the PC USA in 2007 through the Presbyterian Outlook.  Julie lives in Asheville, NC with her husband, Rev. Michael Poulos of First Presbyterian Church of Asheville, and their two children.
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   Callie D. Moore, Executive Director, Hiawassee River Watershed Coalition
 

Callie became HRWC’s first full-time executive director in January 2003. She has a Master’s Degree in Water Resources from Indiana University and is also a graduate of Western Carolina University’s Environmental Health Program.  Before coming to work for HRWC, she worked for four years as a river basin planner for the NCDENR, Division of Water Quality, during which time she was assigned to several river basins including the Hiwassee, Little Tennessee, and Savannah.  Other previous work experience includes water quality monitoring, sediment/erosion control compliance inspections, and environmental education for the Tennessee Dept. of Environment & Conservation and the Tennessee Valley Authority.  In her spare time, Callie likes to hike/camp, swim, read, and make her own greeting cards.  She currently serves on the Southwestern NC RC&D Council, and is Lay Leader at Hayesville First United Methodist Church.  She and her husband, Philip, live in the Tusquittee Community of Clay County.  

Robin Smith, Enforcement Coordinator at Conservation Council of North Carolina
Ms. Smith works full-time on Conservation Council of NC Foundation’s (CCNCF) Enforcement Campaign. She has a Master of Environmental Management from Duke University, and a BS from Ferrum College, VA.  Ms. Smith’s background is in technical consulting, with over 17 years experience in the management of water and air resources as an environmental scientist and technical training specialist, including direct experience with the EPA’s enforcement programs.  Her strong data processing, research, and analytical skills have provided valuable insights for the ongoing assessment of North Carolina’s environmental enforcement record.  Ms. Smith’s has been employed by Conservation Council of NC since 2001; she oversees the Foundation's Enforcement Campaign.  She currently serves on the NC Environmental Stewardship Initiative Advisory Board, the Water Resources Research Institute Advisory Committee, and locally on the Yancey County Cooperative Extension Agricultural Advisory Committee.  
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     Phillip Gibson, Director of Research and Community Outreach at the 

     Environmental Leadership Center at Warren Wilson College

Since July 2005, Phillip has served the Environmental Leadership Center with a focus on strengthening the connections between science and public policy. Prior to this position, Phillip served as the French Broad Riverkeeper and the natural resources program manager for the Mountain Resource Center of Western Carolina University. Phillip has also served the Southern Appalachian Man and Biosphere Cooperative, National Wildlife Federation, and the Ecological Society of America. Phillip earned his B. A. in political science from the University of Louisville and his M. S. in geography from Southern Illinois University - Carbondale with an emphasis in medical geography. Phillip is presently enrolled as a PhD student with Western Michigan University. Additionally, he is enrolled with the University of North Carolina-Chapel Hill's certificate program in field epidemiology. Phillip has served many boards and organizations including the Z. Smith Reynolds Foundation Advisory Panel, two terms with the North Carolina Sedimentation Control Commission, vice-chair of the Jackson County NC Planning Board, co-chair of NC State University Cooperative Extension Natural Resources Leadership Institute, and the Evergreen Community Charter School. Phillip lives in Asheville area with his wife, son, and two great danes. 
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Linda Tatsapaugh, Director, Talisman Programs

Linda has been the director of Talisman Programs since 2001. Prior to that she worked at Stone Mountain School (from its inception in 1991 to 2000), serving as a counselor, program director, human resources manager, and admissions director. She is an instructor in First Aid, CPR, life guarding, and crisis management. She thru-hiked the Appalachian Trail in 1990, serves as the chair of the National Association of Therapeutic Wilderness Camps, and is the mother of a young son, Gable.  She received her MS in Child and Youth Care Administration from Nova SE University and her BA in Religion from Davidson College.
Additional Nominee:
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    Norma Ivey, Community Volunteer and former WNCA staff member
Norma was born and raised in the Atlanta area. She graduated from George Peabody College for Teachers with a BS in mathematics, and she taught for 3 years in the Atlanta City Schools.   She received a Masters of Arts for Teachers in Physical Geography from Indiana University.  Norma began her environmental career in 1994 as coordinator of the Old Growth campaign for Western North Carolina Alliance.  She was the first staff for the WNC Alliance Sustainable Forestry Committee, one of the earlier voices in the area for sustainable forestry.  She was the lead organizer for the Clean Smokestacks Campaign for WNC Alliance that led to the passage of the Clean Smokestacks Act.  In 2002 she organized the “Making Transit Work” forum that started the positive transit movement being experienced currently in Asheville. Norma represented WNCA during the Duke Hydropower Relicensing on the Catawba/Wateree. Her more recent work for WNC Alliance was as an organizer for chapter work in the western part of our region. 

